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In response to God's covenant, we commit

ourselves to peacemaking. In fulfilling

this commitment, we will do peacemaking

through:
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Earth ...............
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A Prayer for Peacemaking

adapted from A Psalm of Peacemaking
in Peacemaking: The Believers’ Calling

For this day, O God, you create us.
You create us to obey and be faithful,

to respect creation,

to stand with people who are poor,
to break the chains of oppression,
and to live together with all the people of the earth.

We thank you God.
You invite us

to open our eyes and confess our sin.

Hear us, O God.

We divide the human family,
violate your image in others and in ourselves,
exploit our neighbors,
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and deny the community with which you have gifted us.

Forgive us, God.

Wars rage around the world,
anger and violence reside in our hearts,
and we place our trust in weapons.

Forgive us, God.

We care too deeply for our own desires, for money and for things.

We care too little for people and limit our love for you.

Still you love us.
Forgive us, God.

For this day, O Christ, you call us.

You call us to care for creation,

to love one another, and to serve you.

Help us hear and answer.

May we witness to you in the world,

guide us to be peacemakers.

May we seek new ways of living together,

guide us to be peacemakers.

May we work for peace, do justice, and live in love.

And as we do,

we will be called children of God.

And as we do,

we will be called peacemakers.

Amen.

Worship:

Provide worship that
expresses the reality

of God's peace giving.



Week of Prayer and Witness with Middle East
Christians

The Middle East, rich with history and culture, is home to over 14 million Christians. They are
our sisters and brothers in Christ many of whose families have kept and passed on the faith
since apostolic times.

The Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) has a long-standing relationship with Middle Eastern
Christians. Presbyterian missionaries began arriving in the Middle East in the 1820s,
establishing schools, hospitals, and churches.

The 217th General Assembly (2006) adopted an overture to foster further understanding
between U.S. Presbyterians and Middle East Christians. The action invites congregations and
presbyteries to observe one Week of Prayer and Witness with Christians in the Middle East
during the season between Easter (April 8) and Pentecost (May 27) of 2007.

The Week of Prayer and Witness will highlight relationships between the PC(USA) and its
partners in the Middle East. It will lift up the ongoing witness of Orthodox and Catholic
congregations that date back to the earliest days of Christian history.

The Israel/Palestine Mission Network is coordinating the creation of resources for the Week
of Prayer and Witness. These resources focus on seven countries  Egypt, Iran, Iraq, Israel/
Palestine, Jordan, Lebanon, and Syria where there has been a long-time Christian presence
and where that presence, as measured by numbers of Christians, is declining.

Early in 2007, churches and presbyteries will receive packets of materials that can be tailored to
celebrate the week. The materials will include liturgical resources for use in corporate worship,
a bulletin insert, a brochure describing the Christian presence in the various countries, and
suggestions for ways to witness on behalf of our sisters and brothers.

Prayer and Bible Study:

Steps Along the Way: : T e T
. - ncourage prayer, Bible study, and spiritua
Living as Peacemakers in a disciplines that nurture and deepen the

Violent World spiritual life of the community and equip

This eight-session Bible study for adults, created by the  people to share the gospel message of peace
Presbyterian Peacemaking Program, explores a variety to the world.

of issues of violence in today s world and steps followers

of Jesus might take to live in nonviolent ways as

peacemakers. The study recognizes that peacemaking, like faith, is a journey. Following Jesus,

we grow in understanding and faith and we grow in acting on our understanding and living

out our faith. Call 800-524-2612 or visit pcusa.org/marketplace to order; specify item

#70-270-03-011; $3.00 plus s/h.
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